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EDITORIAL 


A Wedge — Not Of 
Our Making 


Two articles have recently appeared in church — 


papers stating that there is a movement on foot 
within the bounds of our Church to drive a wedge 
between the elders and our ministers. Nothing 
could be farther from the truth. 


In recent months an increasing number of lay- 
men have become concerned about the political 
and economic activities of the Federal] Council. 
Far better had their interest been primarily about 
its modernistic leadership but the Federal Council’s 
activities in connection with the C.I.O. and the, 
constant sniping at the capitalistic system made 
them realize that, using the name of the Church, 
the Federal Council was seeking to tamper with 
our economic system which, imperfect as it may 
be, still has proven the most effective in bringing 
the greatest good to the greatest number of any 
economic system anywhere. 


Dr. McCallie’s remark at the General Assembly 
has been misquoted in both of these articles re- 
ferred to above. What he actually said was this: 
*“‘Some of our laymen feel that they have been sold 
down the river by our ministers.” This was not an 
ugly remark, as has been intimated. It was a 
simple statement of fact, 


If a “wedge” has been driven between ministers 
and the elders, that ‘““wedge’’ has been the unwise 
actions of the Federal Council. Are our laymen to 
sit by quietly while economic policies are initiated 
by the Federal Council with which they do not 
agree? Are they to accept the oft-repeated state- 
ment of the Federal Council that they represent 
our Church when their agents appear before a 
Congressional Committee to lobby for or against a 
bill? Are they to accept, without protest, the 
statement of Mr. Charles P. Taft, President of the 
Federal Council, that the gospel message which 
God used and blessed in a past generation “is not 
a solution, at least in those terms, to our modern 
problem?” 


The “wedge” is the activities of the Federal 
Council. The laymen are far from alone in their 


protest, Hundreds of our ministers feel just as 
strongly and are backing the laymen in their fight 
to get out of the Council. There have been meet- 
ings on this issue and there will be more. Some of 
them have been more-or-less closed but the recent 
meeting of the Pro-Federal Council group at Mon- 
treat was not only closed, it was originally planned 
to be secret. 


To blame the elders with driving a wedge be- 
tween themselves and the ministry is begging the 
issue. The laymen find themselves named as sup- 
porters of a group they refuse to have represent 
them and it is their earnest hope and prayer that 
their ministers will face the facts, as provided in 
the official publications and releases of the Fed- 
eral Council. and join in the movement to with- 
draw from the Federal Council. 


The time will then come when they can make 
plans to have our co-operative representation with 
a group congenial spiritually and otherwise to the 


historic position of our Southern Church. | 
—L.N.B. 


Letter From Outlook 
Editor 
Richmond, Va. 


| August 29, 1947. 
The Editor, | 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


Sir: 

Your editorial comment of August 15 concert 
ing our editorial on Congaree’s vote makes some 
assertions which I am sure you do not mean # 
insist upon. In order to correct these I am con- 
fident you will be willing to publish this letter. 
Some of your readers who have not had the oppor- 
tunity to read our comments will not understand 
unless you do. 


For one thing, you use the word “castigate” 
with regard to our comment upon Congaree. If you 
will read that comment again I am sure you 
find no castigation, as the term is generally under- 
stood. You would not_want your readers to 
that impression of us, I am sure. : 


Sto ety © Mma cto 
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Then you have taken the phrase about Russia 


and put it into a new context where it hardly is co- 


herent. You say that we designate those who op- 
pose the Federal Council as “Russia among the 
churches.” What that could mean I cannot im- 
agine. What we said was this: “We are just won- 
dering what Congaree thinks about Russia’s re- 
fusal to work hand-in-hand with the other nations 
of the world to meet the hungers of humanity and 
to establish order in our time; and if it knows hcw 
Russia is regarded by the rest of the world because 
of its refusal to work alongside other nations by 
commonly established rules; and if it wants us to 
be a ‘Russia’ among the churches.’’ I am sure your 


readers would not understand that we said that by 


your comment. 


Contrary to what might be understood by your | 


editorial, we have not said that all chaplains be- 
lieve anything, We simply said that our failure to 
work co-operatively with our Christian brethren is 
hard to explain to chaplains and other veterans 
who saw such a need of Protestant co-operation 
during the war. 


As to young people and their positions, I can 
only tell you that so far, the presidents of the 
synod fellowships have voted solidly for our con- 
tinued membership in the Federal Council; none 
(so far) is against it. 


Then, from your concluding paragraph, your 
readers would get the idea that our editorial com- 
ment had cast “reflections on the intelligence and 
character of the men and presbyteries which vote 
contrary to our judgment in the matter.” No one 
who read the editorial in question could possibly 
be expected to see any reflection upon the intelli- 
gence or character of anyone, I am sure you would 
not willingly allow your readers to get such an 
idea about an editorial of ours which they had not 
had opportunity to read. — 


With every good wish, I am | , 
Faithfully yours, 
Aubrey N. Brown. 


Editor’s Note: We have re-read both editorials 
and believe Mr. Brown’s editorial on Congaree 
Presbytery’s action was properly characterized in 
our reply. Paragraph 3 of his letter makes this 
quite clear, we think. 


Who Are Driving The Wedge? 


In an effort to evade responsibility the pro- 
moters of church union now charge all those who 
Oppose their movement with driving a wedge into 
the Church and destroying its unity. This charge 
was first made by the Associate Editor of The 
Outlook and then was advanced by the contributing 
editor of The Christian Observer. This is an adroit 
move that will not succeed. It is offensive warfare 


that divides. It is abundantly clear that it is the 


union promoters who are driving the wedge and 


that the responsibility for the division which they 


how decry rests with them, 


The Contributing Editor of The Christian Ob- 
server refers to a statement made at the 1947 
Genera] Assembly by a prominent elder. But the 
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prominent elder is not accurately quoted. The elder 
did not say that the ministers were selling the 
Church down the river, but that many elders felt 
that this was being done, It is quite a different 
thing; but who can deny that this is not true? 
Some ministers and professors and editors are 
— for church union and for the Federal 
ouncil. 


The responsibility for the wedge can rightly be 
placed with a prominent commissioner to the 1945 
General Assembly who is also a member of the 
Assembly’s Committee on Co-operation and Union, 
who boldly and dramatically invited all who were 
enposed to union with the Northern Presbyterian 
Church to get out and go to their own place “as 
not being of us.” 


In commenting on this statement of the promi- 
nent commissioner, The Presbyterian Journal in its 
July, 1945, issue had this paragraph: 


“The Presbyteries should be grateful for 
this frank and positive announcement of the 
purpose of the Union Leaders, made to the 
General Assembly in open session, where all 
could hear, and not fail to understand. It is to 
be wondered if the members of the Committee 
on Co-operation and Union were not a bit 
embarrassed by this unexpected revelation! 
The fear often has been expressed that the 
conservatives would split the Church. Now we 
are told by one of their own number that the 
liberals will do this. No amount of explaining 
can dismiss this threat. The challenge has been 
given in open Assembly and the issue is now 
clearly before the Church.” 


As far as we know this bold and defiant statement 
by this prominent commissioner to the 1943 As- 
sembly of the purpose to press union with the 
Northern Church regardless of consequences was 
never condemned by any member of the Assembly’s 
Committee on Co-operation and Union or by the 
contributing editor of The Christian Observer. 
There was only a feeble reference to it in The 
Presbyterian Outlook to the effect that the speaker 
was misunderstood and that he did not mean what 
he said. That’s all! 


No, the responsibility for the wedge cannot be 
placed on the defense. The prominent commissioner 
to the 1945 Assembly and member of the As 
sembly’s Committee on Cooperation and Union 
gave the wedge its heaviest blow when he asked 
all who did not favor the union program to get out. 
If there is a divided Church the ) mage of 
church union must take the blame. Offense divides. 
Defense unites. It will be the purpose of The Pres- 
byterian Journal to make this fact clear, 


—H.B.D. 


Tolerance Or Intolerance? 


The question of tolerance has been bandied 
about much. It can be as praiseworthy a virtue, 
as it is, not infrequently, a contemptible vice. In. 
this matter, even as in so many connections, the 
corruption of the best may be the worst. By so 
much as tolerance is excellent when true, by so 
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much is it execrable when false. And one great 
peculiarity about tolerance is its capacity to 
masquerade. 


The word tolerant sounds so fine. Popular opin- 
ion says that such kindness and courtesy and broad- 
mindedness, as a tolerant parson shows, are most 
commendable. Folk ask: Why can’t all mankind be 
tolerant? Indeed we could stand a great deal more 
of real tolerance. But the use of .the term varies as 
the users thereof, John Locke would say that the 
tolerance of children’s crying is reprehensible. 
(That would depend on whose child, on how much, 
and why, etc 


Regarding one’s person and possessions, one can 
be and should be tolerant to the limit of the 
idea. For example, when an individual is maligned, 
or misrepresented, or even insulted, his sense of 
tolerance should carry him safely through. A 
Christian can take anything, even as the Sermon on 
the Mount declares. And the true Christian will 
be charitably generous and long-suffering towards 
all who may differ touching convictions and prac- 
tices, modes and manners: that would by no means 
involve conniving at heresy, But there is a line be- 
yond which, or limits in excess of which, tolerance 
ceases to be tolerance, and must be called by 
some other name. That line, or those limits, con- 
cern themselves with other people, or some right- 
eous cause, or truth—when there is jeopardy to 
these. Still, one may ask: When does tolerance be- 
come intolerable. 


Bacon notes that Socrates stood sans clothing in 


the market-place one frosty morning to show his ~ 


tolerance: that is one sample of the thing. As to 
the propriety of the parade, there are those who 
have doubts; but regarding his “stoicism’”’ there 
could hardly be question. However, if a bully were 
forcing a child to suffer in the cold, while the 
shivering philosopher looked on with indifference, 
such tolerance would be no exhibition of virtue 
on his part. For the Pope to allow the Inquisitor, 
del Rio, to burn heretics at the stake, after in- 
ducing them to confess defection from the “true 
faith” by the promise of a house—which he meant, 
of fire, while they thought, of wood,—that was 
infamous crime as well as intolerance. On the 
other hand Apostles were not less Christian be- 
cause they were intolerant in such situations as 
those presented by sorcery and simony, and by 
exploitation of an ignorant populace, immortal 


souls being in the balance. It is entirely possible ; 


that in the defense both of tolerance and of in- 
tolerance, outrage may be unrebuked and vicious 
iniquity be encouraged. Remember the “licensed’’ 


houses of assignation: weep over Anti-Semitism | 


and the present defamation of earth’s undeprivi- 
leged classes and individuals. ; 


It is indeed plain that men may be intolerantly 
Christian as regards error in another, while show- 
ing Christian tolerance towards the person in error. 
When the Lord rebuked the Apostle John’s in- 
tolerance of those who did not join their com- 

any and follow with them, we may be sure that 

e would not tolerantly have added in reference 
to the non-unionists: “He that is not against us is 
for us,” if they were not sincerely in accord with 
the Saviour and His disciples touching fundamental 
matters. Yet the same Lord said that on account 
of His Person and teachings households would be 
divided; and in anger He drove money-changers 
out of the Temple, Therefore we note that there 
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are situations where what is sometimes called toler. 
ance cannot be indulged without violation of high- 
er obligation,—that to God and the Truth. And 
should one ask how to distinguish between truth 


‘ and error, let him seek to the Law and the Testi. 


mony. 


Tolerance then is commendable when exhibited 
by a private individual touching what is strictly his 
own, so long as truth or moral principle or public 
good or ethical obligation or matters of a fiduciary 
character, are not endangered. 


Our Southern Presbyterian Church (meaning 
some of its members) has been accused of intoler- 
ance towards a certain other Church, following the 
fateful year 1861, with particular reference to the 
matter of organic union. Also it has been held up 
as exemplary that the other Church was so toler- 
ant in receiving back the New School split-off, 
in 1870, despite the records which some interpret 
as meaning in this case that there was more re- 
creance than tolerance. And-the same Church has 
been lauded for its tolerance in “‘accepting’”’ back 
into its fold the majority of the Cumberland 
schismatics, in 1906, which in view of the equivo- 
cation as regards doctrine, would seem to have 
been rather questionable tolerance, Tolerance is 
a poor word to employ for any move, past, present, 


future, if that move involves compromise of prin- 


ciple, or multiple interpretation or minimization 
of the historic Gospel. There are situations where 
tolerance may be simply the betrayal of trust. 
The Savior told about a man who gave away what 
was not rightfully his own, who received com- 
mendation from his lord,—but only for his crimi- 
nal ingeniousness, not for his integrity. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church cannot af- 


~ford to let the popular idea of tolerance and the 


desirability of that virtue with all of its public 
applause, deter it from its moral and spiritual 
obligations. That we have such obligations stems 
from the fact of the Holy Scriptures with their 
supernatural Gospel which have been committed 
to our safe-keeping and to the safe-keeping of all 
the Lord’s people who stand firm in His grace. 
No man, no group of men, no Church, has the right 
to be tolerant with that which is another’s, but his 
only in trust. That is, to hold to tolerance while 
forsaking truth, in no matter what great and ap- 
parently desirable interest, is sin. In blanket terms, 
to advocate a combine of any ecclesiastical groups, 
when to unite may even run the risk of recreancy 
to the Gospel or of confusion regarding the whole 
Bible-sustained faith, and this on the score of 
tolerance, is plainly to misuse the word: “‘treach- 
ery” would come closer to it. The Gospel and not 
ecumenicity is the power of God unto salvation. 


It will be well to keep clearly before us the 
Apostle Paul’s attitude on tolerance. He, like 


Stephen, could forgive personal wrong, And he. 


did rejoice in the proclamation of the true Gospel 
even though some of its heralds acted in strife and 
out of contention supposing to add affliction to his 
bonds, so long as it was the Christ Who was 
preached. But with all the intolerance of righteous- 
ness in the face of fateful error and heresy, he 
pronounced anathema on whomsoever purveyed an- 
other, that is a false and so-called, Gospel—‘Unity 
in essentials; Liberty in non-essentials; in all things, 
Charity,’”—-when anyone gets away from this, he 
is in ee of what happened to the sons of 
ceva 
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The Federal Council 
And Pacifism 


If controversial issues could be forgotten and 
our entire Church could and would devote her 
energies to her work of evangelism what a bless- 


ing it would 


But, to ignore issues and alliances which can in 
themselves destroy our testimony, would be the 
height of folly. Those who espouse the cause of 
the Federal Council feel strongly on the matter. 
We who distrust the leadership and the long-range 


plans of the Council feel just as strongly the other 
way, | 


It has been our contention that all our Church 
needs are the facts, not heated arguments, pro 
and con. | 


One illustration of the determination to follow 
the Council blindly and to deny any and all ac- 
cusations levelled at it is found in the leading edi- 
torial in “The Presbyterian Outlook” for August 
25. This editorial denies that the Federal Council 
has been a pacifist organization and states, speak- 
ing of the meeting held in Greenville, S. C.: “His 
charges of pacifism will not stand the light of day. 
He is badly misinformed.” 


The writer has before him parts of reports of 
the Federal Council from 1933 to 1939. Here we 
find thirteen reports of activities of the Federal 
Council aimed at limitation of our armaments, cut- 
ting of defense budgets, etc., etc., ete. During 
these years and before and after the Federal 
Council was boasting of its pacifist program. 


We quote just a little from the 1935 Annual 
Report, Department of International Justice and 
Goodwill, Page 41: “The Department, during the 
year, has frequently conferred with the President 
and with other officials of the government concern- 


ing peace policies of the Administration. The offi- 


cers of the Department had a long conference with 
President Roosevelt in the late spring, expressing 
concern over the naval maneuvers in the Pacific. 
A protest was lodged against the expanding mili- 
tary and naval budgets of the United States. *** 


“ *** We are convinced that the churches will 
not generally acquies¢e in a policy of military and 
naval expansion that calls for an annual expendi- 
ture of practically a billion dollars.” 


If space permitted we could quote pages from 
official Federal Couné¢il publications showing their 
pacifist agitation and lobb 
Church, for years prior to Pearl Harbor. 


In an article in “The Saturday Evening Post” in 
1941 Admiral Sims stated that pacifist organiza- 
tions had greatly hindered efforts to build a navy 
adequate for defense and listed as one of the most 
active antagonists the Federal Council. 


_ Yes, the accusation that the Federal Council was 
4 pacifist organization, lobbying against national 
Preparedness, is absolutely established by the offi- 
clal publications of the Council itself, ; 


It is just possible that those who oppose the ac-. 


tivities of the Council base their opposition on evi- 
— a jury would unquestionably accept—the 
statements of the accused. 


For the Federal Council to deny a history of 
activity for pacifism it must deny its own official 
Tecord, This it will find hard to do, —L.N.B. 
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Christ—The Hope 
Of Glory 


“Christ—The Hope Of Glory” to be reprinted. 
The publisher reports that his stock of this volume 
by - Wm. C. Robinson is almost exhausted, but 
that a new printing will be made at once. The book 
has sold remarkably well, the first printing being 
exhausted in less than two years. Mr. m. B. 
Eerdmans has also requested Dr. Robinson to pre- 
pare the manuscript for a new edition of his earlier 
volume, Our Lord - An Affirmation Of The Deity 


“ Of Christ. Orders for either of these books can be 


taken by The Southern Presbyterian Journal] and 
filed for filling as and when the books are avail- 
able. There will be very few weeks in which “Christ 
—The Hope Of Glory” is not available, but it is 
likely that the older book will not be available for 
some months. —H.B.D. 


Are Denominations 
Evil? 


Advocates of Church Union and the Federal 
Council certainly had a field day at Montreat this 
season. We question the ethics of utilizing the 
Montreat platform for the onesided presentation 
of controversial issues and we believe this very 
fact brought about an unfavorable impression, 


One speaker devoted several mornings to 
Church Union as the duty of Christians. He went 
so far as to say: “The greatest evil that we per- 
petuate in the Church today is a spirit of divisive- 
ness, expressed in Denominationalism.”’ 


Is that true? We do not believe that it is. We 
believe denominations have been and are a bless- 
ing, Our society is made up of great numbers of 
varying types. Certain expressions of Christian 
practice which appeal to some do not to others. 
One has but to look around any community. Would 
Christianity be stronger if all were in one Church? 
We most certainly think not. Then, too, many 
churches have offered scope for individual develop- 
ment which otherwise would not be possible. 


Finally, one great Church would certainly lead 
to an ecclesiastical hierarchy which already has its 
counterpart in the Roman Catholic Church. 


No, the “evil’? perpetuated in the Church is still 
the evil of unbelief. Denominations certainly have 
their weaknesses but it is these same denomina- 
tions which have perpetuated the evangelical doc- 
trines which are the heart of 


Now Is The Time 


Many thinking liberals are genuinely disturbed. 
Having attached more importance to ecumenicity 
than to doctrinal integrity they find that instead 
of promoting union they have followed a course 
which has produced disunity and, if followed to 
the planned end, will result in division. 


Nor are the conservatives happy over the pros- 
pect of a divided Church. The situation is not of 
their making. They did not and do not object to 
Christian co-operation. Nor do they shrink from 
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union with those of like faith. But, if they must 
choose between union and surrendering of their 
testimony that Christian doctrine is essential to 
healthy Christianity, then they must choose the 
latter, regardless of the cost. 


In the dilemma which now faces the Church the 
liberal must choose between continuing with his 
brethren or forcing an issue which means dis- 
ruption. 


The conservative Presbyterian believes that Pres- 
byterianism still has much to offer the world and 
contemporary Christianity. He believes that loy- 
alty to the Bible and the historic interpretation of 
the Standards of the Church are essential factors 
in his witness. For that reason they are worth 
maintaining at all cost. 


Liberals will be wise to weigh the cost. Now is 
the time! | —L.N.B. 


By Grace Are Ye 
Saved Through 
Faith 

The writer is in receipt of the following letter 
from Rev. F Browne, D.D. taking exception 
of an incidental remark in an article published 
last year. The remark was based, in part, upon 
a statement by the most widely read writer of the 
Dispensationa]l school to the effect that in the 
millenium men will be saved by power. This left 
the impression that in that dispensation a different 
mode of salvation was to be found than in the 
present period. One is happy, however, to recog- 
nize our distinguished brother, Dr. Browne, as 
the living spokesman of this group and to receive 
his correction. While I would not express myself 
exactly as does Dr. Browne his view is much 
more acceptable than the one to which I took 
exception and is, in general, true. In my opinion 
there is one fundamental covenant of grace under 
which are different dispensations which are some- 
times called the Old Covenant and the New 
Covenant. Dr, Browne seems to think of different 
covenants each maintaining the same fundamental 
principle of salvation by grace through faith. In 
His great love for us guilty, undeserving sinners, 
God the Father has graciously given His only 
begotten Son for our redemption and sends forth 
His Holy Spirit to work faith in our hearts and 
thereby unite us to Christ in our effectual calling. 
In this last sentence I am confident Dr. Browne 
agrees with me and I trust that his letter and my 
introduction will be a combined testimony of two 
witnesses to this Christian faith. i 

—Wnm. C. Robinson. 


Pecos, Texas, 
319 South Plum Street, 
July 21, 1947. 
Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D., 
Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 


Dear Sir: 


In your article appearing in the Sept. 16, 1946, 
issue of the Southern Presbyterian Journal, you 
state: “‘These Dispensationalists have so magni- 
fied the difference between the dispensations as 
to make them not merely different stages in the 
unfolding of the one eternal covenant of grace 
but diverse covenants.” 


This is a very unjust and misleading’ state. 
ment. 


The Abrahamic Covenant is but a restatement 
and continuance of the covenant of grace ip- 
augurated outside the gate of Eden. This covenant 
the Law, which was given 430 years afterward, 
could not annul, We are saved, therefore, through 
the New Covenant (Testament )because it rests 
upon and is the fulfillment of the gracious cove- 
nants which have preceded it. See John 1:17, 


The covenant with Noah has not to do with 
salvation, but conditions the life of man upon 
the earth (Gen. 8:21-22; 9:1). The Mosaic Cove. 
nant (Gen. 19:25) was that of the Law. This 
revealed man’s sin, and could never save. The 
Palestinian and Davidic covenants (Deut. 30:3; 2 
Sam. 7:16) were peculiar to Israel, As stated 


above, the grace revealed in the Adamic Cove- 


nant is continued and perpetuated in the Abra- 
hamic Covenant, and in the New Covenant (New 
Testament). 


As to the Dispensations, they are periods in 
which God tests man’s obedience to definite bui 
partial revelations of His will. Our Confession of 
Faith speaks of the “various dispensations.” It 
was Augustine who said, ‘Distinguish the. dis- 
pensations (ages) and the Scriptures agree.” 


Salvation always has been and always will 
be by grace and through faith, and without the 
works of the law. The same grace is revealed in 
the covenants and inter-penetrates the dispen- 
sations. 


To bring against those who hold this precious 
truth the utterly false charge that they believe 
that in these dispensations there has been a change 
in God’s plan of salvation is to bear false witness 
—either deliberately or in ignorance. 


There has been an unfolding, a development,— 
but never a change. | 


When I told one of my friends, a great and 
good man, a master in the holy art of “rightly 
dividing the word of truth,” that he had been ac- 
cused by some of the rabid anti-dispensational- 
ists of teaching legalism (salvation by law-keep- 
ing), he smiled and quoted sadly, “If there had 
been a law given which could have given life, 
verily righteousness should have been by 
law,” for “the law is holy, and the command- 
ment holy, and just, and good” (Gal, 3:21; Rom. 
7:12). “But the scripture hath concluded al] under 
sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ 
va be given to all them that believe’ (Gal. 


This same man has been accused. of over 
emphasizing grace! 


Yes, we believe that, not only in some past or. 


future dispensation, but now if a man keep God's 
law perfectly he shall find salvation through it. 
The trouble is that no man hag ever done this, 
nor can ever do it. Only the Goodman, Jesus 
Christ, has kept God’s law perfectly. 


It would be a gracious and a just act if you 
would request the Southern Presbyterian Journai, 
in which your statement appeared, to publish this 
answer. 

Sincerely yours, 


Fred. Z. Browne, D.D. 


a. 


| 
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PLAIN FACTS ABOUT THE SO-CALLED UNION 
THE SOUTHERN 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND THE NORTHERN 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


You have been told that this is to be a Union between the two Churches, when you 


look at the following figures I feel sure that you will agree with me that Union is the 
wrong word. The word to be used is absorption and not Union. The following figures 
were taken from the 1946 Reports of both Churches. 


In The Generel 
Presby- Assembly Under 
Church Synods teries Members The New 
| Plan 
Percent in U. S. Church __ _.. _. 29% 24% 22% 21% 


EMEMBER THIS: In the Proposed New Church, we have 29 percent of the Sy- 
ods; 24 percent of the Presbyteries; 22 percent of the Membership; and only 21 per- 


S 


cent of Representation in the General Assembly. 


at does that look like to you? What does it look like to any sensible man? ARE 
OU GOING TO SWAP A 100 PERCENT CONTROL OF YOUR CHURCH, NOW: 
ROWING RAPIDLY, FOR A 20 PERCENT INTEREST IN A BADLY DECAYED 
STITUTION, OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY MEN WHO LOOK ON THE 
AITH OF YOUR FATHERS AS OLD-FASHIONED AND OBSOLETE? 


Signed: Randolph B. Lee, 
Patrick, South Carolina, 


Ruling Elder in First Presbyerian Church, 
Cheraw, South Carolina. 
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| PRESEVTERIQN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 
is 

each 
and ii 
mittee 
THE COMPELLING URGENCY try, as well as in others, have tried to lift charity J from | 
out of Corinthians, where Christ placed it, and i haps : 
By Lt. Col. Roy LeCraw give it secular connotations, We have been doing @ large 
Direct our charity in the name of humanity and _ good — cases | 
rector business, through Community Chests, hospitals, or- § Chure: 


phans’ homes, etc., secularly organized and operat- HH an’s : 


Today we have before us the picture of a dis- ed. I believe the Christian Church lost the greatest lt is u 


integrating, war-torn world smashed in a con- 
dition of futility, hopelessness, helplessness, and when Clare 
Godlessness. In this dark picture it has become per se, to pass out of the churches into secular and jm import 
increasingly clear that human methods, solutions, professional hands, Like the hand writing on the 
and formulas have utterly failed and that the ONLY wall, now appears the realization that charity done 1°U 
answers remaining are contained in the message in any other name but that of Christ is futile and jy" ‘ 
and tenets of Christianity. Faced with this picture and weakenin 
the Christian churches find themselves with the y em 8. | 
message and the spirit, but without the strength,. _ Education, culture, refinement, and, yes, even 
finances, or initiative to take to a dying world the civilization now stand out as being futile, danger- 
Christian answers to the world’s needs and prob- ous things unless alloyed with Christianity. _ Thes 
lems. Our Presbyterian Church, recognizing this 4 ligious 
fact, has instigated a (Program of Progress, which Reservoir Of Strength 7 that th 
iS an all-out effort to revitalize and enlarge all The great unused reservoir of strength and Vi- lion ar 
of the activities, agencies, finances, and programs rility in our Church lies in the men of the Church. Ig 'tsby’ 
of the Church, both collectively and individually. Our women are well organized. Our young people jm "den 
The Program of (Progress, therefore, is not just a are fairly well alerted and activated, but where jm <™bly 
money raising effort, nor is it merely an effort are our men? You will find them working in Com- fg 4501, 
to add one hundred thousand new members per munity Chest drives, Chambers of Commerce, Which 
year, important as that is. Rather, it is an effort Rotary and Kiwanis clubs and in many other civic jg Morm 
to quickly enlarge and make virile our Church’s activities. Their energies are centered in secular jm mo 
Usefulness and Voice before it is too late. A things, partly because of the fact that the Church Progra 
prostrate world finally is forced to look up to its has not challenged them to do big things within all, anc 
Creator in order to survive. Our Presbyterian the sphere-of-activities of the churches themselves. Attract 
Church must minister NOW and QUICKLY to All of these civic things are good and we do not Rick, a 
that up-looking. gainsay them at all. But they simply are not al- ‘nk 
loyed, strengthened, tempered with Christ and His 
Christian Alloy message, and these things are not done in niggio Bites 
Through the dimness and fearfulness of today’s Mare from tl 
truths becoming in- to save a sin-struck, disillusioned world which has 
cemeeeee jest. In Phis country, and in Europe, seen its institutions, its governments, its very basic the Ee 


man has attempted to substitute civilization, cul- beliefs and principles topple about its ears and a 


civilized upward, that things like character could . in rt, is the only hope, 


be built apart from God and that charity could be : ‘ys 
done in the name of humanity. Through a “glass, is the only answer. Our Program of Progress 1s nile 
darkly,” man has viewed these and other im- to Church 
hi of 13 s,s ren ere is yet time to carry the messag 
portant things of life. Today, however, it is appar tua Wl ak Tiiet commissioned it to do whe 


ent that there is no such thing as character apart : 
; from God. In Europe in the past few years prac- He left this earth. 
7 tically all the so-called outstanding people of | Definite Objectives 


character and leadership, folded up and became : _ 
Quislings and enemy colaborators, when the fearful The Presbyterian Program of Progress has % 
tests of hunger: and fear came. We, in this coun- some definite objectives. Among them are o¢ 
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hundred thousand yearly additions to our Church, . Presbyterian Program Of Progress” 
and approximately eight million dollars with which By Watt M. Cooper 

) enlarge the work of our Church Agencies, in- North Wilkesboro, N. C. 


duding Foreign Missions, Home Missions, Religious 
Education, Ete. Quotas have been equitably worked 
out, and each Synod, Presbytery, and individual 
Church will have its definite quota for this cam- 
pign. These quotas may be raised either by en- 
larging the present special gifts program, by in- 
easing the church budgets, or by all-out money- 
nising campaigns. Individual churches wil] like- 
wise be asked to conduct evangelistic visitation 
ampaigns in an effort to secure the membership 
additions. 


It is vitally necessary now that Program of 
Progress committees be organized quickly in every 
Synod, every Presbytery, and, if possible, in every 
local church. The selection and organizing of these 
committees is the immediate and pressing thing 
before our church groups at all levels at this time. 
This must be an immediate order of business at 
each forthcoming Synod and Presbytery meeting 
and immediately thereafter in each Church. Com- 
mittees in the churches could be of various sizes, 
from just one man in the small churches, to per- 
haps a committee of eight or ten members in the 
large churches. These committees should in all 
cases be representatives of the following groups: 1. 
Church officers, 2. Men-of-the-Church, 3. 
ans Auxiliaries, and 4. Young people’s groups. 
It is urgent that these committees be selected and 
ganized as soon as possible, in .order that our 
Church can quickly whip into action on this vitally 
important Program of Progress. 


Yours, for a Renewed Church through the Pro- 


gram Of Progress. 


“Build Today For A Better 
Tomorrow” 


These six words make the slogan for the Re- 
lgious Education Season and the special effort 
that the Executive Committee of Religious Educa- 
tion and Publication is making as its part in the 


Presbyterian Program of Progress. All superin-— 


tendents and pastors throughout the General As- 
sembly have received material prepared for the 
season, September 1 - October 5, 1947, during 
which time the local Church should become better 
iformed about the work of this Committee, how 
the money asked for during these five years of the 
Program of \Progress will be used—$500,000.00 in 
all, and should make a generous gift to this work. 
Attractive leafllets have been prepared for wide 
se: “I Thought The Presbyterian Committee Was 
Rich!”; “Better Hurry!” and a third, “Don’t You 
Think 86 Years A Long Time To Wait?” These 
wll give you facts about this Executive Com- 
mittee and its immediate need for additional funds 
fm the entire Church. Then the Rally Day Pro- 
gam, “Until The Day Dawns,” has been prepared 
or use on September 28, It is the earnest hope of 
the Executive Committee of Religious Education 
‘td Publication that our entire Church will re- 
Yond to this call, will enter into an enthusiastic 
oervance of this special time, and will give time, 
thought, effort and much prayer to making these 
ays effective in every local Church throughout 
our Assembly. Church women can help especially 
making Church Night and Family Night suc- 
stu occasions, They will share too in the offer- 
ie through Sunday School classes and perhaps in 
ar group meetings. 


“If we are to ‘Build Today For A Better To-- 


we had Better Hurry 


Wom- 


While other phases of the Presbyterian Program 
of Progress rightfully claim the prayerful interest 
and support of our church at large there is no de- 
partment that presents a greater sense of urgency 
than that of Religious Education. It is upon this 


department that our Church leans most heavily for 


the overall religious instruction of its membership. 
Our Sunday Schools stand between us and spiritual 
illiteracy. If we do not set up the machinery to 
make this phase of our Church more efficient and 
better ee to do the job assigned by the Gen- 
eral Assembly we will be failing our people at a 
time of greatest need. 


We have come to a watershed of history. The 
old materialistic philosophy that has been the in- 
spiration of so many people for such a long time 
is now seen for what it is—a highway to destruc- 
tion. If our civilization is to survive there must be 
a reaffirmation of the spiritual values taught by 
Jesus Christ, It is to teach these spiritual values 
and make them applicable to daily living that our 
whole religious education program is planned. 


To meet the great challenge that is before us 
the General Assembly has authorized the raising of 
$500,000.00 for the expansion of our religious edu- 
cational work. Every Church should get behind 
this program. Adequate financial provision is nec- 
essary to insure the success of this undertaking. It 
will take money to provide efficient quarters for 
an ever enlarging staff in the Richmond Office, It 
will take money to make provision for visual aids. 
The increase in living costs and the competition for 
expert clerical help make it imperative that sal- 
aries be larger than ever before. Printing mate- 
rials were never so expensive as now. The $500,- 
000.00 requested is the minimum amount needed 
to enable our religious educational work to go for- 
ward. Other forces are at work to undermine the 
whole program of the Church. We must find a way 


to counteract these evil forces. The Program of 


Progress should be our answer. 


Religious Education Program Of Progress 
By Mrs. W. F. O’Kelley 


The effort to secure additional funds for the 
work of the Committee of Religious Education 
brings us face to face with the existing conditions. 
Can we say that our book stores and offices repre- 
sent the tastes, needs and financial abilities of our 
people? Are we willing for other agencies to con- 
tinue to supply us with visual aid facilities because 
we have no way of meeting the opportunities in 
this field? Can the John Knox Press, working 
under present handicaps provide an adequate sup- 
ply of religious books for the needs of our Church? 
Shall we premit our Church to fail to “build today 
for a greater tomorrow?” Certainly not!! Then let 
us support the Presbyterian Program of Progress 


now. 


As I see it, getting the $500,000.00 for the 
work of the Committee of Religious Education as 
soon as possible would not only tend to bring the 
facilities of the department up to date and 
strengthen its program in certain vital respects, it 


would also do much to improve the morals of the 


home base and enable it to minister in a larger 
way to the whole Church. 3 
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This is not the impossible goal. But it can be 
reached only as each member of the Presbyterian 
Church does his part. Can the Committee of Re- 
ligious Education count on you? I think it can. Let 
us provide the capital now. How? Give generously 
on Rally Day. 


WAITING ON A TRAIN 


By Reginald L. Price 
Charlotte, N. C. 


There is nothing more discouraging—and waste- 
ful—tthan waiting on a train that is long overdue. 
By the same token, it is equally discouraging— 
and wasteful of time and effort—awaiting support 
the Lord’s work that is long overdue. The Exec- 
utive Committee of Religious Education and Pub- 
lication has been waiting on a train of action by 
the whole Church that is 86 years late! Let’s speed 
up the schedule by giving the green light of ade- 
quate support to this important work! 


To Meet A Basic Need Now 


By W. A. Stackable 
Fort Smith, Ark. 


(Mr. Stockable is the immediate past chairman of 
Assembly’s Sunday School Superintendents) 


The General Assembly has recently approved 
a varied set of goals to be achieved in our Pres- 
byterian Program of Progress. Among these are 
items in amount of $500,000. to adequately equip 
the Executive Committee of Religious Education 
and iPublication for first class service to us all. 


This particular goal should be achieved the first 
year. Other phases of the entire program may well 
be spread over the five year period. Not so in the 
case of funds for the Religious Education Commit- 
tee. This is a Committee whose work is basic to 
everything our church holds dear. It undergirds 
every other phase of our work, We must set this 
part of our house in order now. 


Training our children, our youth, and our adults 
to have an interest in Stewardship, in Home 
Missions, in Christian Relations, in Foreign Missions, 
in Negro Work, in Christian Education, in our 
entire list of objectives; all this is the task of our 
Religious Education Committee, Our Sunday 
Schools, our Youth Fellowships, our Vacation 
Bible Schools, Our Outposts, Our Adult Work for 
both men and women, all head upon the Executive 
Committee of Religious Education and Publication. 
These various teaching agencies look to the Re- 
ligious Education Committee for program and 
direction and material in printed form. They de- 
pend upon it for their very life blood. 


For many years our church has been served 
far better by this Committee than the limited 
facilities in office and printing: plant would seem 
to make possible. Now when the Program of 
Progress is launched, surely the church will do 
big things for this faithful and basic agency. It 
is not merely proper; it is strategically wise to do 
so. 


Why not get this entire $500,000. for the Re- 
ligious Education Committee this year? It will 
permit this Committee to most effectively serve 
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the whole church in attaining the other goal; 
in the succeeding years. An adequate printing 
plant, consolidation of scattered office facilities 
effective means of publicity, and developing oj 
Visual Aids for an up-to-date training of teachers 
and impression upon our people and upon the 
unchurched whom we seek to reach—all these wil 
be made possible in brief period of time by oy 
prompt attainment of this $500,000. item. | 


This writer has had close contact within the 
past few years with many Sunday School leaders 
and with pastors and laymen who realize that oy 
teaching program is the back-bone of our Church’; 
progress. This leads to the conviction that this goa] 
can be attained for the Religious Education Con. 
mittee in this first year of the Program of Progress, 
Our earnest teaching leadership, 75,000 volun. 
teers strong, is ready. Let us proceed with vigor, 
Let us start by making Rally Day a real Rally, 
both in numbers and in finances, The churches this 
year will aid the Sunday Schools in the Rall 
Day Offering. Let us together make it $200,00) 
this fall and thus get a flying start toward the en. 
tire $500,000 during the year. All agencies ma 
well lend their support—then the Religious Edv. 
cation Committee will be in a position to adequate. 
ly promote to success the balance of the entire 
Five Year Program for all agencies of the Church, 


The 1947 Bible Mastery Movement 


“Betrayed To Be Crucified,” the last three chap. 
ters of Matthew, is the Scripture for BibleMastery 
Month, October, this year, Again, the simple Con: 
mittal is to read the three chapters through daily 
during October; a month of concentrated, intensive 
reading, to “survey the wondrous cross on which 
the Prince of Glory died.” 


The Bible Mastery Movement, promoted for 13 
years by the Presbytery of Seattle, is in no wy 
denominational or sectarian. It has only one aim, 
to secure repeated, concentrated reading of the 
selected portion. It honors The Word, is sane, splr- 
itual, reasonable and psychological, a method urged 
by great Bible teachers. “Experience proves tht 
the simplest of all ways of studying the Scriptur 
is to read, and to read again, and again, and 
again. Practice upon it with many repetitions unl 
its song becomes the song of the heart,” sal 
Whittaker Work. 


Thousands in over 15 denominations, 40 state 
four Canadian provinces and England and Wale 
joined in reading The Sermon On The Mount, las 
year. Fifteen committed it to memory in Seattle 


Many pastors make Bible Mastery Month 
annual] event with growing profit, preaching al 
teaching through the selected portion. Further 
formation, the leaflet, Committal Car 
and Bible Book Mark may be had for a stampt 
addressed envelope sent to C, J. Boppell, Chal 
man, 2666 Thirty-Seventh, S.W., Seattle 6, Wa! 


Hindrances To Personal 
Evangelism 


Many requests have come in for reprints of t 
article, “Hindrances To Personal Evangelis™, | 
Rev. Preston Orr Sartelle. These are now avalm 
in an eight-page folder, 4 inches by 9 inche, 
$1.00 per hundred postpaid. Order from 
Southern Presbyterian Journal Company, We" 


ville, N. C. 
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Doctrinal Beliefs That Divide The 
Northern And The Southern 
Presbyterian Churches 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


Decatur . Georgia 


This Address was delived at Montreat, N, C., on Thursday, August 
14, 1947, to the Continuing Church Group. 


This summer, it was my privilege to present to 
the Northern Presbyterian brethren at Princeton 
the issues which have divided American Pres- 
byterianism. As far as the time permits I shall 
present these same jssues as they concern our 
Church and the USA Church. 


A few years ago some ministers introduced an 
overture asking that a particular synod declare 
itself in favor of union on any and every basis. 
The synod voted down the overture. But it seems 


to some of us that the majority of our Southern | 


Presbyterian Committee on Cooperation and Union 
is in favor of union with the USA Church on any 
and every basis that the Northern Church asks. 
For example, the 19438 Plan provided the form 
of ordination used in the Southern Church. But 
when the USA liberals objected to the provision 
that a man notify his presbytery if he changed 
his doctrinal positions our Committee meekly / 
agreed to the omission of this provision from 
the 1947 ‘Plan. In his pamphlet on REUNION, 
Dr. Dunbar Ogden assured our Church that his 
committee could work out a plan of union on the 
basis of eight principles, one of which was the 
continuation of Negro congregations, presbyteries 
and synods. The Concurrent Declarations of the 
1947 Plan, however, urged presbyteries and synods 
In the same territory to begin measures as soon 


as possible that will ensure within a reasonable 
time the merger of their bodies. These two changes 
are just the two things that the liberal Presby- 


terian Tribune of the USA Church objected to — 


in the old Plan. Our Committee has thus accepted 
the demands of the Northern liberals, and, as far 
as I can see, secured nothing that the Southern 
conservatives have asked for in the Plan. 


Because some people favor union on any and 
every basis, shall we reply that we oppose union 
on any and every basis? That is an easy way to 
answer a difficult question. I remember, how- 
ever, that our fathers in the Assembly of 1861 
both set forth our Southern Presbyterian po- 
sitions and then stated their willingness to wel- 
come into their fellowship any persons or groups 
Who agreed with these positions. I want to stand 
Where the founding fathers of 1861 stood. Let 
Us state frankly and fearlessly the positions we 
hold, the doctrines which divide us and our USA 


brethren, and then assure them of our willing- 
ness to establish union with them when and if a 
Plan is presented which safeguards the truth 
as it is in Christ Jesus. We object to the proposed 
plan because it does not maintain the doctrine 
of the sole Headship and Kingship of Christ over 
His body the Church (the very principle which 
gave birth to our Church), and because it does 
not safeguard the faith of the Son of God, the 
supernatural Christ of the Bible. 


Ecumenicity 


Men are using the word ecumenical as a term 
with which to conjure today. May I say that one 
of the principles of ecumenicity is that one 
Church is expected to make a sympathetic study 
of the other Church and seek to find therein any 
and every true testimony to the Lord and Head 
of the church. The 1947 Plan of Union does 
not show that our USA brethren have taken the 
pains necessary to understand our witness to 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Before any larger Church 
has the right to ask a smaller one to unite with 
it, it has the moral duty to examine into the life 
and history of the smaller one to find out where- 
in it has borne true witness to Christ and faith- 
fully to incorporate that witness into the Plan 
of Union, otherwise some of the testimony that 
the Holy Spirit has called forth to the grace 


and glory of our Lord will be lost from the earth. 


In his day Dr. R, L. Dabney saw the dangers 
from a_ superficial ecumenicity. He warned us 
that the time was coming when men would put 
inordinate value upon that of which God takes 
least account, namely organizational unification, 
and put too little value upon that upon which 
God gives most value, namely, doctrinal purity— 


the Word of His truth. I remember when Dr. 


Thornton Whaling was chairman of our Commit- 
tee on Cooperation and Union. He told us how 


many of the brethren kept insisting that “union 


was in the air,” until he got tired of their re- 
marks and answered: “Yes union is in the air, 
but the Scriptures tell us that Satan is the Prince 
of the powers of the air.” Instead of correspond- 
ing with the Devil would we not do better to go 
back to Dabney, the true and tried witness to the 
truth of God? | | 
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I. The Headship Of Christ. Let us look then con- 
cretely at the doctrines which divide the two 
churches. In 1861 Dr. B. M. Palmer preached our 
first moderatorial sermon on the sole Headship 
of Christ using Eph. 1:22-23 as his text. There- 
after our Church wrote this truth large into our 
Book of Church Order. Indeed, the Southern 
Presbyterian Church was established upon the 
Headship of Christ and has rested upon this glori- 
ous foundation from that day to this. 


On the other hand the Plan of Union does not 
rest upon the Headship of Christ, but upon 
elaborately spread out eighteenth century prin- 


ciples, It is not a valid justification of this change ~ 


to say that these Preliminary Principles were part 
of the heritage of the undivided Church. The 
Preliminary Principles and the “radical principles 
of Presbyterian Church government and dis- 
cipline”’ found on Page 40 of the Plan were both 


adopted when Presbyterianism was handed out . 


by Philadelphia and Princeton to the scattered 
handful of congregations in the South, before 
the Southern ‘Presbyterians had begun to take a 
real part in shaping the policies of the Church. 


The great statement on the Headship and King- 
ship of Christ found in chapter two of our Book 
is taken letter for letter from the Preface of the 
Westminster Form of Presbyterian Government. 
The Westminster Divines and the Southern Church 
base the Church upon Christ her living Head and 
King, the USA Church and the Plan base the 
Church upon Preliminary principles and _ slash 
the heart out of our great chapter on the Head- 
ship of Christ. 


Our paragraph 9 is taken from the Second Book 
of Discipline of the Church of Scotland drawn 
up by Andrew Melville. It asserts that Christ 
rules the Church through His Word and Spirit 
by the ministry of men. The Plan utterly changes 
the meaning of this statement by inserting the 
word and before the phrase “by the ministry of 
men.” According to the Second Book of Scotland 
and according to our Book Christ is ruling through 
men only when we ministers and elders rule ac- 
cording to His Word and Spirit. The Plan on the 
other hand dares to assert that Christ is ruling 
through ministers and elders when they presume 
to teach as doctrines the commandments of men. 


Dr. Guy Gillespie has already shown that our 
paragraph ten is a magnificent statement of Pres- 
byterian doctrine, but that it is mutilated in the 
Plan. Our paragraph 19 says that church power 
has the divine sanction when (1) it is in con- 
formity with the statutes enacted by Christ the 
lawgiver and (2) when it is put forth by courts 
or officers appointed thereunto in His Word. 
The Plan does not assert the first of these two 
propositions and the recent USA disciplinary ac- 
tions made no mention of the Word of God in 
their. decisions. Our Paragraph 58 says that the 
-Church can make no law binding the conscience, 
but may make regulations for the government of 
the Church and has the right of requiring obedi- 
ence to the laws of Christ. 


Then our definition of an offense is limited to 
that which is contrary to the Word of God. 
“Nothing, therefore, ought to be considered by 
any court as an offence, or admitted as a matter 
of accusation, which cannot be proved to be such 
from Scripture, as interpreted in these Stand- 
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ards.” On the other hand the USA Church has 


made and does make the acts of its Assembly 
additional conditions of church membership and 
good standing in the Church. 


The volume by Vander Velte on the Presby. 
terian Churches and the Federal Union 186}. 
1869 abundantly shows that the USA Church mad 
loyalty to the Federal or Washington Government 
a condition for good standing in the Church. It 
required ministers seeking admission from the 
South to foreswear the “sins” of slavery and of 
states rights and demanded that those seeking 
membership in the Church be required to confess 
their loyalty to the government, In Missouri men 
were required to take an oath of allegiance to 
the State as a condition for sitting in the synod 
of the Church. 


>> 
In recent years the USA Assembly first com- 


| promised the testimony of the Church to the 


Virgin Birth. It found New York Presbytery guilty 
of licensing candidates who could not accept the 
plain statements in Matthew and Luke on the Vir. 
gin Birth of Christ and then proceed to con- 
promise the matter. And then it ‘‘cracked down” 
on the conservatives who refused to obey a man- 
date of the Assembly requiring them to support 
a Foreign Mission Board in whose doctrinal in- 
tegrity they had lost confidence, The 1934 USA 
Assembly approved Studies in the Constitution 


written by Dr. Pugh which states that a member 


who does not give to support the authorized 
Missionary Program of the Church is in exactly 
the same position with reference to the Consti- 
tution as one who refuses to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper. Now the officially authorized program of 
the Presbyterian Church is a Church action. The 
Lord’s Supper is Christ’s Word. The 1934 USA 
Assembly thus put the word of the Church on 
exactly the same level as the Word of God! 7 


And when she did so the USA Church took 
the Roman Catholic position against which Luther 
protested with all his vigor. Boehmer shows that 
the Reformation reached its crisis when Luther 
burned the Church’s canon law at Eyster Gate in 


_ Wittenberg. The lawyers stood aghast. Luther re- 


turned to tell his students that they might expect 
martyrdom as he expected, but that since they 
knew the Gospel to desert the truth of God’s Word 
for obedience to the Church meant giving up 
their salvation, In Luther’s bold words the issue 
was: “Martyrdom or Hell.” 


Princeton’s great scholar, Dr. Joseph Hromadka 
has shown that the essential difference between 
Romanism and Protestantism was that the Roman- 
ism puts the word of the Church upon the same 
level as the Word of God, while Protestantism 
subordinates the word of the Church to the Word 
of God. The Protestant Church listens to Christ, 
she waits upon His Word. Jesus has said that 
no man can serve two masters. The effort of 
the USA Church to place the word of the Church 
upon exactly the same level as the Word of Christ 
has resulted in judicial decision compromising the 
Word of God as given in Matthew and Luke and 
then enforcing the mandate of the General As 
sembly, thus treating the word of man as more 
sacred and inviolate even than the Word of God. 


When I was a Pastor in the USA Church two 
of my best members refused to support the USA 
Board of Foreign Missions, They reasoned that 
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since Dr. Alexander, the President of that Board, 
had Dr. H. E. Fosdick to preach for him in the 
First Presbyterian Church of New York they could 
not trust his appointments in China. Therefore, 
these godly ladies gave their Foreign Mission 
money to the American Bible Society. Now I did 
not agrée with them, but I would certainly have 
hated to suspend them from the Lord’s Supper for 
such action as I would have been expected to do 
under the action of 1984 had I remained in the 
USA Church. Or, to bring the matter up to date: 
The Foreign Mission Board of the USA Church 
is now supporting the church merger forced in 
Japan by the war government of Japan known 
as the Kyodan. Suppose some minister of that 
Church decides that the Kyodan compromised the 
Christian testimony by worshipping at the shrine 
of the Sun Goddess and by eliminating from the 
Creed those things which exalted Christ above the 
Emperor of Japan and that consequently he can 
not allow his money to go through the Kyodan. 
Suppose he insists that his offering go through 
some channel that will reach those Reformed or 
Presbyterian ministers who have withdrawn from 
the Kyodan. Suppose such a man send his money 
through our Southern Committee on Foreign 
Missions to these men and refuses to give through 
the USA authorized program, he would, accord- 
ing to their 1934 action, be subject to discipline 
just as if he refused to attend the Lord’s Supper 
and should be desposed from the ministry and ex- 
cluded from the sacraments for such action! 


By all means let us insist upon a Plan of Union 
that takes our definition of an offense and let 
us reject the definition of an offense found in 
the 1947 Plan which subjects us to the Studies of 


' the Constitution adopted by the USA Assembly © 
- of 1934 and which will be enforced by the author 
of those studies, namely Dr. Pugh, Stated Clerk 


of the USA Church, 


_ II. The Christ of Holy Writ. When liberalism 
in doctrine, the “scientific” attack upon the 
supernatural, and humanism in thought became 
dominant in Western Civilization, our Southern 
Church raised up two new defenses of the faith. 
We put in the added provision that if a min- 
ister changes his doctrinal views after ordination 
he will notify his presbytery of such change on 
his own initiative. This statement was accepted 
in the 1943 Plan, but, as noted, was deleted 
from the 1947 Plan because the liberal Presby- 
terian Tribune led the fight against it in the USA 
Church. Then in 1939 we unanimously passed the 
following declaratory statement: 


_ The General Assembly hereby declares that 
it regards the acceptance of the infallible 
truth and Divine authority of Scripture and 
of Christ as true and eternal God who became 
also man by being born of a virgin, who 
offered up Himself a sacrifice to satisfy Divine 

_ justice and reconcile us to God, who rose 
from the dead with the same body with which 
He suffered and who will come again to judge 
the world as being involved in the ordination 
vows to which we _ subscribe. 


Cedar Rapids Presbytery asked the USA Assembly 


to concur with us in this action, but instead Dr. 
Henry S. Coffin rewrote the Cedar Rapids Over- 
ture for the USA Assembly of 1941 and said some- 
thing utterly different. In other words the USA 
Church has rejected both of the defenses our 
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An ideal way to perpetuate one’s Christian influ- 
ence, or the memory of a loved one, is to establish 
a permanent fund on the books of the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions. | 


Interest from such a fund goes annually to the 
support of Foreign Missions—a perennial contri- 
bution in your name or in that of your loved one. 


Permanent funds may be started with a small 
amount and additional deposits made from time to 
time as convenient. 


Your Foreign Mission Committee, its officers and 
employees, pledge themselves to strive earnestly to 
meet the responsibility placed in their hands in 
making your gift accomplish the utmost for His 
Kingdom around the world. 


For particulars regarding such gifts and how they 
are made and used, write: 


CURRY B, HEARN 


Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: 
IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Church has set up to meet the current attack upon 
the faith and the Plan of Union contains neither 
of these defenses. Kierkeggaard has a little story 
of a magnificent fortress which received a new 
governor. He filled up the moat broke down the 
fortifications and turned the fortress into a coun- 
try estate. Then the enemy came and captured 
the fortress. At a meeting of the American Theo- 
logical Committee Dr. Walter Horton told us 
that there were so many Unitarian ministers in 
the Congregational Church and that they were 
so well established that they could not be re- 
moved. Are we to enter mergers that will not 


safeguard us and our people from such a con- — 


dition? 

As a matter of fact the USA Church has ac- 
cepted and given her highest positions to men who 
do not accept the Virgin Birth of Christ (Minutes 
USA Assembly of 1925). At least one of these 
men has since set forth views which do not 
present Christ as true and eternal God who br- 
came man, but only as a man, a temporal finite 
personality, in whom God was as personally pres- 
ent as He could be in any man in the period of 
the Roman Empire (Theological Liberalism—An 
Appraisal). One of their leading theologians set 
forth the Easter message in the Presbyterian 
Tribune of 1939 in which he denied the historicity 
and the objectivity of the Resurrection of Christ. 
Another of their leading theologians is out in the 
January 1947 issue of The Journal Of Religion 


— 


with a round denial of the supernatural, He cap- 
not accept divine acts which supersede “the reign 
of law” in nature, but advocates a “naturalism 
which helps us to understand the modern man in 
a way indespensable for effective preaching and 
adequate theologizing today.”’ 


If and when the USA Church is ready to con- 
cur with us in a Plan of Union which bases the 
Church fairly and squarely on the sole Headship 
of Christ—which means the sufficiency of His 
Word—and which safeguards the whole truth of 
Christ as that is set forth in the Word, I am 
ready to vote for the plan. As far as the 1947 
Plan goes I am thoroughly opposed to it because 
it does not maintain the Crown Rights of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and does not maintain the faith 


of the Church in Him—in His eternal Deity and 


supernatural intervention for us men and for 
our salvation. In my sin, my. guilt, my depravity, 
my wickedness I need the whole Christ of the 
Word, the Christ who died for my sins and rose 
for my justification, who is my Righteousness at 
God’s right hand, who ever liveth to intercede for 
me, who reigns over and defends me, who speaks 
to me by His Word and Spirit, who will come 
again in glory. But the Plan of 1947 will permit 
the acceptance and the committing of the most 
responsible positions in the Church to men who 
are just as modernistic as those who now hoid 
significant posts in the USA Church. 


‘But We Preach Christ. 
Crucified” 


By Rev. Aaron Judah Kligerman, D.D. | 
Emmanuel Neighborhood House — 2405 Garrison Blvd. 
Baltimore ... Maryland 


From Europe comes the news of an International 
Emergency Conference to combat Anti-Semitism. 
At the Conference, we are told, were Catholics, 
Protestants and Jews from 17 countries, Reports 
and resolutions were presented of course, but just 
one resolution is of interest to us, namely, that 
which called for ‘‘a radical revision in religious in- 
siruction and preaching by Christians in reference 
. the part played by the Jews in the Crucifixion 
story. 


This is not the first time that such a request has 
been made, Whenever and wherever Good Willers 
and Kosher Food tasters meet, and they meet quite 
often, there the subject of the Crucifixion pops up. 
Our self-appointed Jewish delegates with their 
Gentile-Christian comrades never fail to call upon 
Christendom to “cut out and tear up” all of those 
things within the New Testament which have been 
the cause of Jewish persecution and Anti-Semitic 
uprisings. The Crucifixion story is the most objec- 
tionable thing in the New Testament. (See Horace 
M. Kallen’s “The Root of Anti-Semitism,” The 
Nation, Vol. 116, No. 3008). They overlook the 
fact that Anti-Semitism anticipated Christianity by 
many centuries. We find it in full swing in Egypt, 
Babylonia, Persia, Greece and Rome. “And if we 
concentrate exclusively upon the religious factor,” 
says Samuel F. Fox in his article on Judaism and 


Anti-Semitism, “Judaism is seen in simultaneous 
and permanent conflict with the symbolism of 
Egypt, the apparent monotheism of Iran, the bu- 
reaucratic cult of Rome, and the polytheism of 
Halles.” Surely, our Jewish leaders should know 
that the root of Anti-Semitism must be looked for 
elsewhere. No one wants to deny the fact that 
within Christendom there have been numerous 


Anti-Semitic uprisings resulting in much persecu-. 


tion and suffering. Who can forget Spain, Russia, 
Poland and Germany? But I also know this: The 
soil has never been fertile for Anti-Semitic propa- 
ganda in countries where the people had access t0 
the Word of God. Only where the Bible had been 
chained to a pulpit or hidden in a monastery, an 
the people were forbidden to read it, or where the 
so-called Biblical specialists have dissected it as 
just another literary masterpiece—there the spirit 
of Anti-Semitism flourished and there our_people 
were pogromized and degraded. Where the Bible !s 
being read, taught, and obeyed, there the people 
are lovers of ‘“‘The People of the Book.”’ 


I think it is time for our people to know that 
our only hope is in Christ, the Crucified One, and 
not in the removal of passages from the New Tes 
tament, It is time that we know that our best 
friends are to be found among Bible-loving Chris 
tians, and these are more numerous than we im- 
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agine. These within Christendom will not allow the 


mutilation of the Book which has been a lamp to 
their feet and a light to their path, (Psalm 119: 
105). The New Testament is a part of that Bible 
and the majority of Christians believe that the 
New Testament story of the events that took place 
before and during the time of the Crucifixion is 


true. And the story of the Crucifixion as recorded 


in the New Testament is not the story of an his- 
torical misunderstanding, or the tragical event in 
the history of the world brought about by repre- 
sentatives of one group. It is an event in which 
the whole world took part. Jewish disciples and 
well-wishers forsook Him and fled; Gentiles spat 
upon Him and mocked Him. Jews delivered Him to 
Pontius Pilate; Gentiles nailed Him to the cross. 
Jews cried, “Crucify’’; Gentiles gambled on His 
vesture. Jews wept at the foot of the Cross; Gen- 
tiles crushed the crown of thorns on His brow. Jews 
brought costly spices; Gentiles offered Him vinegar 
and gall. Jews were His pallbearers; Gentiles 
pierced His side. Thus Jews and Gentiles crucified 
my Lord. He was crucified and through it fulfilled 
a divine decree. The Old Testament pointed to 
Christ’s death in this manner: It points to Isaac’s 
willingness to be offered up on Mount Moriah; to 
the brazen serpent “lifted up’? in the wilderness 
and to the Passover Lamb. It also points to Zecha- 
rizh’s prophecy which speaks of the future when 


God will “pour upon the house of David and upon 


the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and supplications; and they shall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness 
for his firstborn.”’ (Zech. 12:10). Thus, the Prom- 
ised Messiah of the Old Testament is the Christ of 
the New Testament Who died on the cross, 


“Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 
In my place condemned He stood, 
Sealed my pardon with His blood, 
Hallelujah, what a Saviour!” : 


Introducing Mr. G. B. Strickler 
The New Treasurer Of The Assembly’s 


Executive Committee Of 
Home Missions 


The Executive Committee of Home Missions is 
glad to announce that Mr. G. B. Strickler, Atlanta, 


-Ga., has been elected Treasurer to succeed Dr. 


B. K. Tenney, whose resignation becomes effective 
September 1, 1947. 


Mr. Strickler is the son of Dr. Cyrus W, Strick- 
ler, a prominent Atlanta physician, and the grand- 
son of Rev. G. B. Strickler, D.B., former pastor of 


Central Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, and Pro- © 


fessor of Systematic Theology in Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, Richmond, Va. Mr, Strickler is 
active in the work of the Central Presbyterian 
Church, serving as deacon and teacher in the Sun- 
day School. 


_ Mr. Strickler is a graduate of Georgia Tech in 
Business Administration. During World War II he 
spent almost four years in the United States Navy, 


from which service he has recently been released. 


The Executive Committee welcomes Mr. Strick- 
ler to this important position in the Assembly’s 
Home Mission ‘work and warmly commends him to 


the entire Church. 
Claude H. Pritchard, 
Executive Secretary. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


“Born with the old South 
Growing with the New” 


Belk-Simpson MANAGED STORES IN THE 


FOLLOWING TOWNS ALWAYS TRY TO HAVE 
THE BEST MERCHANDISE AND MOST FASHION- 
ABLE WOMEN’S WEAR FROM OUR NEW YORK 


AND CALIFORNIA OFFICES. 


| 
| 
We “xeer on KEEPING ON WITH ALWAYS ) 
SOMETHING NEW!” 
ABBEVILLE, S. C. 
J.S. Hagins, Mgr. 
BEAUFORT, S. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mgr. 
BREVARD, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Mer. 
DARLINGTON, S. C. 
J. H. Lyles, Mgr. ( 
CAMDEN, S. C. 
J. A. Hagins, Mgr. 
CLINTON, S. C. 
D. B. Smith, Mgr. 
CORBIN, KY. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr. | 
KERSHAW, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mgr. 
LANCASTER, S. C. 
J. A. Allison, Mgr. 
LAURENS, S. C. { 
W. P. Putman, Mgr. | 
| 


MANNING, S. C. 
E. A. Sherrill, Mer. 


WINCHESTER, KY. 

T. L. Beckham, Mgr. 
MOUNT STERLING, KY. 

W. Smith, Mgr. 
WOODRUFF, S. C. 

J. F. Hagins, Mer. 
HENDERSONVILLE, N.C. (( 

E. C. Huggins, Mer. 

HONEA PATH, S. C. 

H. J. Stephens, Mer. 
FOUNTAIN INN, S. C. ) 

E. E. Williams, Mer. ) 
GREENVILLE, S. C. | 

(Two Stores) 

O. W. Sutton, Mer. 


(Mail orders solicited and special individual 
orders for weddings, etc., handled by our per- 
sonal shopper in New York). 
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Woman's Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


“If They Could Only See...” 


If they could only see first-hand the struggle of 
the people of Europe to rebuild a Christian con- 
tinent from the ruins of war, Americans would 
double their sacrifices and their giving for united 
overseas church relief and reconstruction, accord- 
ing to Dr. Robbins W. Barstow, Executive Director 
of Service for Church World Service, with head- 
quarters in New York, N. Y 


Dr. Barstow made this statement in a report to 
Church World Service just prior to his embarka- 
tion for America. He was in Europe several weeks, 
surveying the needs of the people and conferring 
with European church leaders on future plans. 


“The unavoidable fact is that the future of Eu- 
rope, the very survival of Christianity, rest upon a 
greatly increased response from the people of 
America,” Dr. Barstow reported. “Ours is the only 
source to which suffering and heartsick men and 
women and children can look.” 


He said he was amazed to learn what Switzer- 
land, Sweden and Britain have done with their 
limited resources. ‘“‘But our people have unlimited 
means.” 


Instead of the Churches which co-operate in the 


work of Church World Service aiming at a goal of 
$12,000,000.00 in 1947, “our pleading—the plead- 
ing of the stark facts of the world—ought to bring 
forth for this common program twenty-five or even 
fifty million dollars this year and again next year. 


‘“‘Never in the history of mankind has there been 
such a challenge for the consecrated investment of 
generous sacrificial gifts. Never could such gifts 
be sure of such high returns, in life itself, and in 
those things which give eternal value to life.” 


He declared that he was returning to America 
burdened with the “terrible need” of Europe and 
will urge American Protestants to do much more 
than they have hitherto. 


Church World Service Bulletin, 
April 1, 1947. 


Christian Stewardship Of Prayer 


In the new book Prayer by Dr. Frank C. Lau- 
bach are these words: “Prayer is the mightiest 
force in the world. This is not a time for confi- 
dence, nor its it a time for despair; it is the time 
to turn to God. It is the time for humility, peni- 
tence, resolve, rectitude, obedience to the will of 
God .Prayer for our missionaries! Every missionary 
needs ten thousand praying backers. Enough of 
us, if we prayed enough, could transform the 
world.” Many of our members, and many of our 

oups do pray for our missionaries. Let us all 
pray, faithfully and with knowledge. 


The first time you are privileged to attend a 
recital by the great Negro tenor, Roland Hayés, 
you are apt to be surprised by what appears to be 
a very peculiar mannerism. Briskly, down centre 
stage walks the slender, almost frail-looking, Negro 
artist, bowing and smiling to his applauding audi- 


ence, He stands in his place, still bowing, and then 
suddenly he stands erect, still, his eyes lifted and 
his hands folded on his chest. The crowd grows 
hushed, the lights are dimmed slightly, the ushers 
have closed the doors ,and then with the slightest 
nod to his accompanist, that wonderful voice floats 
out into the silence. | 


Here is his story, as he himself told it. ““My voice 
belongs to God and has been given me only that I 
may use it for Him. Stewardship is the core of my 
life and my religion. Money is only a trust. It 
is God’s money and I am merely its trustee, 


“I was working as a lad in an iron foundry in 
a southern city. I worked all day and studied music 
at night. One night my teacher took me to the 
home of a wealthy white man. There I heard the 
first time a phonograph record of Caruso’s voice. 
That night I was born anew. I walked on air. It 
was as if a bell rang in my heart. When I went 
home I knew that I could sing like that. 


“My second spiritual experience made me feel 
that I was only a pipe for Omnipotence to sound 
through. It was in Santa Monica, California, after 
I had given a concert. A woman said to me, ‘I have 
heard many famous singers. When I listen to you 
I get the same things I get from their singing; 
but I also get something else, something more. 
What is it?’ 

“That statement almost frightened me. I couldn’t 
sleep that night. Suddenly I arose in my bed and 
asked myself, ‘Can it be something that was given 
me by my forebears far back through the African 
generations? Have we Negroes some heritage from 
the past that is ours and ours alone? Can I help 
my race to give its small contribution to life? Is it 
that I and my voice and my money belong to God?’ 
The answer came back to me just as clearly as if 


a human. voice spoke to me: ‘That is it, Roland 


Hayes!’ 

“You may have heard me sing in Symphony 
Hall. If you have you will remember that when I 
first came on the stage, I walked to the front 
and then put my hands like a little child at prayer. 
You may have thought that I was praying. You 
were right. I was praying, Before every concert I 
pray that God may use me; that I may be merely 
an instrument; an organ through which He pours 
Himself and His message. Through this ritual both 
my own soul and the spirit of my audience is ready 
to receive my song. This is my regular recognition 
of the stewardship of my talent, my money and my 
life, I am only a pipe for God to sound through.” 

(Mrs. M. A.) L. Maude Love, 
—The Missionary Monthly, May, 1947. 


THE PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES 
OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
| By Vernon W. Patterson 
We have had such a demand for this booklet 


that a new revised edition has’just been printed. 


They are again available for free distribution as 


long as our new supply lasts. You may enclose 
postage stamps to help defray carrying charges to 
you if this is convenient. Let us know at once how 
many you can profitably use. Order from: The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaver- 
ville, N. C. 
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Sabbath School Lesson 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Oct. 5: The Better 
Revelation 


Scripture: Hebrews 1-2; 8:6-13; Matthew 3:16- 
17; John 14:5-11. Devotional Reading: Psalms 
40:1-8. 


“Lo, I come”: The Better Revelation is a Per- 
son, the Lord Jesus Christ; our Mighty Saviour. 
God who at sundry times and divers manners spake 
in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these last (at the end of these) days 
spoken unto us by his Son. There is no disparage- 
ment of the Old Testament here: God spake in 
the Old Testament by the prophets; God speaks in 
the New by His Son. The inspiration and au- 
thority of both Old and New is assumed and as- 
sured.” There is no theory of inspiration, can be 
none; it is wrong to theorize—the Germans have 
removed the great fact by theorizing about it, 
and many have followed them. This has left us 
mere human words that are errant, unreliable, 
with which liberties have been taken.” “How God 
inspired them is not told us, that He did this is a 
fact.” (This, and many other quotations are taken 
from Lenski’s splendid Interpretation of Hebrews, 
many of the thoughts in our treatment of the 
Lesson are suggested by him). 


I, Our Savior is “Better” than all those who 
have preceded Him. He is supreme in “His Being, 


Work, and Position.” “The eternal deity of the. 


Son is fully revealed.”? Heb. 1:2,3. 


He is “heir of all things.’”? In His human nature 
these were all delivered to Him. In Dan. 7:13-14 
we read, “There was given to Him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom.” “All things are delivered 
unto Me of My Father,” said Jesus, (Matt. 11:27) 
and again in 28:18, “‘All power is given unto Me 
in heaven and earth.” 


“He made the worlds.”” When we turn to the 
first chapter of John we read, “All things were 
made by Him.” : 


He reflects God’s glory and is “the exact repre- 
sentation of His being.’”? Chrysostom defines it as 
“light out of light,’ a sun shining out from the 
original light but participating in its essence 
and viewed by itself! 


He upholds the universe—both “sustaining” and 
“bearing” in the sense of ruling and administer- 
ing. 

He secures man’s purification from sin, ‘“When 
He was dealing with the world the Son encountered 
‘the sins’ of the world. What did He do? This terse 
statement answers, “He wrought for Himself 
cleansing for sin’. We are reminded of the 
great work of the high priest: on the Day of 
Atonement. 


He then “sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high.” | 


Words could not express more clearly and sure- 
ly the Deity of our Lord. 


II. Our Savior is “Better” than the angels. 
Hebrews 1:4-14. “The rhetorical questions call for 


the answer: ‘Never did God say such a thing. to 
an angel’.” “He spoke thus only to one Person” 
and that Person is Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
The first quotation is taken from Psalm 2:7 where 
God proclaims Him as His only begotten Son. 
Then He says, “And let all God’s angels worship 
Him.” “All Jews of Old Testament times and 
of apostolic times were Trinitarians: Jewish 
Unitarianism developed later as a result of Jewish 
hostility to Christianity.’”? God’s angels worshipped 
Him over Bethlehem at His incarnation. They shall 
“again” worship Him when He comes at the end 
of the age to judge the world. “First-born” does 
not refer to time but to the dignity, to ‘pre-emi- 
nence’ in all things’ (See Col. 1:15-18; Rev. 1:5; 
Rom 8:29; Heb. 12:28). His angels are messengers 
of fire, but the Son sits on a throne forever, 
and is the same always. God never said to angels; 
“Sit at my right hand.” 


III. Our Savior is our Suffering Brother. He- 
brews 2:5-13. The world was not subjected to 
angels, but to man, This was true when it was 
created; and will be true of the world to come. 
— to sit with Christ on thrones judging the 
world. 


So, our Savior did not become associated with 
angels, but with the seed of Abraham. It is 
through Him, our Brother, that the world is to 
become entirely subject to man. 


How is this to be? Man sinned, ond lost his 
dominion over the world. “The Suffering Jesus 
brings to glory.” “He tasted death for every man.” 
The Captain (Author) of our salvation is made 
perfect through suffering.” “Without suffering 
as Jesus did He would not have been a complete 
Saviour, could not have brought any men to glory 
as God’s sons. Only the suffering Savior could 
have saved.” He is not ashamed to call us ‘“‘broth- 


ers.” We are flesh and blood; He took part of 


the same. (See verses 16, 17). | 


IV. He is our Emancipator: Hebrews 2:14-18. 
He came to deliver us from the fear of death; 
from the bondage of sin and Satan—to destroy 
the works of the devil, What a Deliverer He was! 
FEAR; SLAVERY; BONDAGE; DEATH; these 
were the marks of man until our Blessed Deliverer 
came. 


Hallelujah! what a Savior, 
Who can take a poor lost sinner, _ 
Lift him from the miry clay and set him free! 


V. He is the Mediator of a “Better” Covenant: 
Hebrews. 8:6-13. We are familiar with the many 
Covenants made with the Patriarchs, with Israel, 
David and Solomon. These covenants -were some- 
times written and sealed and made as binding 
as possible, but this New Covenant is to be written 
in the mind and heart. It would include full and 
free forgiveness of sin. When Christ, our Savior, 
was instituting the Lord’s Supper, He said, “This 
is My blood of the New Testament,” (covenant), 
for the remission of sins. This better covenant is 
established upon better promises. His ministry is 
therefore a better ministry. 


a 
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VI. He was Attested at His Baptism: Matthew 
3:16-17. We have here two very significant things: 
(1) The Spirit of God came upon Him in the 
form of a dove, (2) The voice of God the Father 
was heard saying, “‘This is My beloved Son in whom 
I am well pleased.’”? Here we have a double attesta- 
tion of Christ as Savior, and at the same time 
full proof of the three Persons in the Godhead, 
for all three were present when He came up from 
the water. 


VII. He is the Full and Complete Revelation of 
God: John 14:5-11. This comes out in connection 
with two of His disciples. 


1. Thomas’s Question: “How can we know the 
way?” and the answer, “I am the way the truth 
and the life.” The way to God is not a path but 
a Person, and that Person is our Lord Jesus Christ; 
the new and living way, for He is also the truth 
and the life. 


2. Philip’s Request: “Show us the Father” and 
Jesus’ Reply, “he that hath seen Me hath seen 
the Father.” “There is no one beyond the incarnate 
Son whom God might use for His speaking to us. 
This means that now, having spoken in the person 
of His Son, we have the ultimate Word and Revela- 
tion of God. No more and nothing further will 
God ever say to men.—Only one thing will yet 
follow, namely the judgment.” He is the full and 
complete—“Better Revelation.”’ ““Believe Me’’—this 
revelation demands faith. 


VIII. The Warning—An Unanswerable Question: 
Hebrews 2:1-4. (We put this last as we feel that 
our whole lesson is back of this very solemn 
warning). 


“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed—lest at any time we should let them slip’’ 
(run out as leaking vessels). This ‘‘Therefore’’ 
would point back and also forward—to all he has 
said in the first chapter, and to what he is about 
to say. Our Salvation is such a great salvation: 
great in its conception, for it was planned by 
GOD; great in its execution, for it was carried 
out by the Son of God; great in its application, 
for it is applied by the Spirit of God; great in 
its attestation, for it was accompanied by miracfes 
and signs; great in its consummation, for it saves 
a host of sinners, and frees them completety from 
sin and death. Our Salvation provides the only 
Savior and the only Way to God. How shall we 


escape, if we neglect such a Savior and such a | 


Salvation? 


“Hallelujah, what a Saviour!” Is He YOUR 
SAVIOR? 


Lesson For Oct. 12: Christ The 
Minister Of Better Things 


Scripture: Hebrews 3:1 - 8:5; 9-10; Matthew 
4:1-11. Devotional Reading: Philippians 2:1-11. 


Why is Christ “able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them’’? Our 
Lesson today is the answer to that question: He 


is the Sufficient Christ, (Young People—Adult 
Topic). 


As our Devotional Reading tells us, He who was 
God became man, laid aside His heavenly glory, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death 


of the cross. He is exalted now, His name above 


every name, and every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess, to the glory of God the Father. 


The atoning work of Christ as our Great High | 


Priest glorifies the Father Who sent Him. 


Let us today, then, “‘consider the Apostle, (the 
One sent), and High Priest of our profession, 
(confession even) Christ Jesus.’’ | 


Let us consider first, His Faithfulness: Hebrews 
3:1-6. Moses, too, was faithful. But there we have 
one “better” than Moses—worthy of more glory 
than Moses. (The great hero of the Jews was 
Moses). Now Moses was faithful as a _ servant; 
Christ as a Son, over His own house, whose house 
are we, if we hold fast our confidence, (our bold- 
ness) firm unto the end; and our hope. This 
thought of “holding fast” naturally leads the writer 
to think of 7 


Second, The Danger of Unbelief: Hebrews 37:7, 
4:16. Unbelief, (Disobedience), is the great harden- 
er of hearts. It is easy to harden our hearts, to 
have evil hearts of unbelief, to come short of the 
promise. | 


The Israelites, under their great leader, Moses, 
failed to enter the earthly Canaan through their 


unbelief and disobedience. We can easily fail to- 


enter our Eternal Home of Rest through these same 
deadly sins. The Holy Ghost is saying “Today,” 
today; do not harden your hearts, Today; hear His 
voice, Today; enter in, exhort one another, “To- 
day.” The writer spends a great deal of time on 
this, for we, like the Israelites, are in grave danger 
of failing, of “‘coming short.” 


We are not dealing with trivial matters. The 
Word of God—both the written and the Living 
Word, (Christ), “is living and active, and sharper 


than any two-edged sword,’’—‘“Neither is there 


any creature that is not manifest in His sight: 
but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes 
of him with whom we have to do.” 


Having such a Great High Priest—One Who 
sees us through and through—One Who has passed 
into the heavens, (having finished His work on 
earth), One Who is touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities——let us come boldly unto the 
throne of grace—not deceived, or hardened by un- 
belief, and find grace to help in time of need. 


Following this solemn warning, we continue the 


discussion of the Sufficiency of our Great High 
Priest: | 


He is Taken From Among Men: Hebrews 4:15; 
5:1-3. The Jewish High Priest was chosen from 
among his brethren. So our Great High Priest 
became man; is touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, and tempted in all points like as we 
are, yet without sin; He is compassed with in- 
firmity.”’ (See Shorter Catechism for its fine defi- 
nition of how Christ became man). 


He is Called, (Appointed) of God: Hebrews 5.45 


7:28. He has an Unchangeable Priesthood: these 
two thoughts are combined. 
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Aaron, the first high priest, was selected for 
this holy office by God. But Aaron’s priesthood 
was changeable: he died, and his sons succeeded 
him, and even the succession was changed later 


on. 


But Christ is called after the order of Mel-— 


chisedec. 


A large part if this section is taken up with 
comparing Christ with this rather mysterious char- 
acter of the Old Testament, Aaron was the repre- 
sentative of the Levitical priesthood. This priest- 
hood was very imperfect. Christ’s priesthood goes 
much further back: the type of His Priesthood is 
this Melchisedec, to whom even Abraham gave 

tithes. 

In the midst of this discussion, and comparison, 


of the type and Anti-type—Melchisedec and Christ 
—we have another warning against apostasy.’’ God 


hath spoken”; “God hath sworn.” By these two im-. 


mutable things, in which it is impossible for God 
to lie, He has established the Eternal priesthood 
of Christ, His Son, and made our Salvation secure. 
It is a terrible sin to “fall away” from such a 
glorious salvation, procured by such means. 


“Our hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” 


“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into 
- that within the vail; Whither the forerunner is for 
us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for 
ever after the order of Melchisedec.” 


_ He is the Mediator of a Better Covenant, estab- 
lished upon better promises: Hebrews 8:1-13. 


God made a Covenant. with Israel at Sinai. It 
was a very solemn covenant. It was not faultless, 
for the people broke it, and were therefore con- 
demned. God promised to make a “new covenant” 
with them, to be written on their minds and 
hearts, and which would bring full forgiveness. 
Moses was the mediator of this old covenant which 
decayeth and waxeth old and is ready to vanish 
away: Christ is the Mediator of this New, and 
“Better” covenant. 


He Brings a Far Better Sacrifice: Hebrews 9:1 - 
10:18. The Old Covenant had “ordinances of divine 
service, and a worldly sanctuary”; its tabernacle, 
furniture, offerings, On the great day of atonement 
the high priest went in to offer the’ blood both 
for himself and for all the people. These things 
were all a figure, type, shadow of far better 
things to come. 


“But Christ being come”: what glorious news! 
He brings, not the blood of bulls and goats, but 
His own precious blood. It was not possible for 
the blood of these animals to take away sin. 


“Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain, 
Could give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away the stain. 
But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, 
Takes all our sins away; 
A sacrifice of nobler name, 
And richer blood than they.” 


Exhortation, Warning, Encouragement: Hebrews - 


10:19-39, As is so often the case, we now have 
some earnest exhortations, warnings, and a closing 
word of encouragement. | 
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TRACTS FOR TODAY 


HAVE YOU READ THEM? 
IS THE BIBLE RIGHT ABOUT JESUS? 
By J. Gresham Machen 
SCIENCE AND EVOLUTION 
Or Letters To A Boy Entering High School | 
By Edward J. Young 
PRICE TEN CENTS EACH 
Committee On Christian Education 
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
728 Schaff Bldg. 1505 Race St. Phila. 2, Pa. 
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+ 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A.A. or A.B. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th Grade 

Veterans’ Refresher. 
Business Administration. 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 


Apartments Available for Married Students. 


Registration Fee $5.00. 
Maxton, N. C. 


P. O. Box B-4 


These exhortations begin with one of the writ- 
er’s favorite expressions; “‘Let us.” “‘Let us draw 
near,” (Verse 22), with a true heart in full assur- 
ance of faith’. Then, in Verse 23, “Let us hold 
fast the profession of our faith,” and in Verse 
24, “Let us consider one another to provoke unto 
love and to good works.” 


The warning begins at verse 26 and is one of 
the most heart searching and awful in the Bible. 
It closes with these words: “It is a fearful thing to 


fall into the hands of the living God.” 


He then urges them to “call to remembrance,”’ 
“cast not away therefore your confidence,” “ye 
have need of patience,” “he—will come,” “the just 
shall live by faith,’’ “‘we are—of them that believe 
to the saving of the soul.” 


He was Tempted and Victorious: Matthew 4:1-11. 
This is the familiar account of the temptation of 
our Great High Priest by the devil in the wilder- 
ness, and the great Victory He won for us there 
as He wielded the Sword of the Spirit, and put 
our adversary to flight. 
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Vesper Lopics For 
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Introduction For The Month 


The generation of young peonvle who were stu- 
dents in the earlv vears of our century used to 
sveak often of “The World for Christ in This 
Generation.” It was a great slogan and was used 
of God to insvire much of the great missionary 
work that has been done. 


We young people of our own generation have 
had little to say about the world for Christ in 
evangelism, and we have talked much of building 
a new world order and of solving the problems that 
mar our life in America. where the Church has 
been since the nation’s birth. This emphasis, in 
its Scriptural emphasis and methods, is all right. 


But I am wondering if the time has not come 
for us to again ring out the urgent challenge to 
young people to win the world for Christ by evan- 
gelism. The scientists who know are telling us 
two things these days: first, the atomic bomb is 
so powerful that an airplane could load uv with 
a dozen of them, fly across America, loose its 
deadly load at regular intervals, and completely 
destroy the land of America. And second, within 
five years all the big nations will have the secret 
of the atomic bomb. Our newspapers tell us everv- 
day that there are more nations than one that 
would be glad to drop this load of bombs on us. 
As we think of these facts it brings fear to our 
hearts, but of what are we afraid? Are we afraid 
of the bomb? No, we are afraid of the men who 
hold the bomb. But can we be afraid of a man in 
whom Christ dwells? No, if Christ really lives in 
the heart of man no one need ever fear him or 
what he would do. Add this fact to the facts stated 
above and they all spell one thing: we have five 
years in which to win the world to Christ or our 
world as we now know it will be destroyed. 


This month our programs are along the line of 
our responsibility in evangelism and home missions. 
As we study let’s keep this introduction in mind 
that it may give us a sense of urgency. Too bad 
we have to use it that way, but maybe God in- 
tends it that way. The goodness of God in Christ 
and the lost condition of men should move us to 
urgent action, but often these do not. If they 
do not God will bring in some special situation 
that will wake us up. In the early church God 
told the disciples to tarry at Jerusalem until they 
were endued with power, and then be His witnesses 
unto all the earth. They tarried until the power 
came, but then they kept right on tarrying in 
Jerusalem. So God permitted the persecution to 
arise that came to a dramatic head in the stoning 
of Stephen. Then the disciples fled in all directions, 
and wherever they went they went preaching the 
Gospel. They fled in fear to do what they had 
failed to do in obedient faith. Perhaps God will 
use the seriousness of the atomic bomb threat to 
awake His church to evangelism. ! 
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Oct. 5: 1 Am A Christian, 
Therefore 
Introduction 


I was at a football game once and the coach 
sent in a couple of substitutes. When they went 
into the huddle one of them must have mumbled 


“the name of the man he was replacing in such a 


way that the man misunderstood, for when two 
players pulled out of the huddle and started for the 
side lines the coach stepped out from the bench 
and began to wave one of them back, shouting 
that it was not he who was to come out of the 
game. The player was confused, so he would move 
toward the side lines, but when the coach motioned 
him back he would turn toward the team on the 
field. When he would see the eleven men in the 
huddle he would turn and start back toward the 
side lines, While this continued the ball was snapped 
and the play went off. That man never got in the 
play because he did not know whether he was on 
the team and eligible or off the team and in an 
illegal position. 


Many of our people in the church are like that 
fellow. They are in the church, so they feel that 
they are on the team and ought to be playing the 
game. But to play the game one must be a real 
born again Christian. These people are just not 
sure whether they have been born again, and when 
you ask them if they are Christians they will answer 
that they hope so, that they are trying, that they 
want to, answers that show that they are confused 
and are not sure whether they have a right to be 
on the Christian team and out on thé firing line. 
Before we can ever be much good to the cause 
of Christ we must know that we are children of 
God because we have been born again and that 
as children of God we have a place to fill in the 
work of His Kingdom. Until we know this we are 
going to be hesitating between serving Christ and 
enjoying the world, even as the player above was 
hesitating between the side lines and the team. 


But how can we know that we have been born 


again? How can we face the world, with all our 


failures and shortcomings, and say with confidence 
and conviction, “I know that I am a born again 
child of God. I know that I am a Christian?” The 
first time I heard a man say that I felt he was 
most presumptuous. But I went to the Word of 
God to see if he had any right to say so, and I 
found that the Bible tells us exactly how we can 
know. Let’s see the line of the Bible’s testimony 
on that fact. : 


Scripture Lesson 


I. How Can I Know that I Am a Real Christian? 
If we really believe on the Lord Jesus Christ by 
trusting Him for our salvation we are here and 
now born again children of God. John 1:12-13. 


(a) The Word says so: John 5:24. God says that 
if we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as He is 
presented in the Word we have everlasting life and 
have passed from death to life, and will never 
come into judgment. If we believe God’s Word, but 
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then doubt our salvation we really don’t believe 
God for we are making Him a liar. : 


(b) The Spirit says so: Rom. 8:15. When we do 
believe in deed and in truth the Holy Spirit of God 
comes into our lives and there is something deep 
down inside of us that just draws our hearts up 
to God, we feel we know Him and we call upon 
Him as Father in deep love and affection. The old 
fear and “far-awayness” are gone. 


(c) The Life says so: 2 Cor. 5:17. When we are 
born again we have a new Christ-like nature down 
inside. What we once loved we no longer care for, 
and things that once did not interest us become 
very interesting. Habits that once dominated us 
fall away, and things we once left undone we 
begin to do. Salvation without this transformation 
is a deception. 


Il. I Know I Am a Christian—Therefore I Must. 
(a) Love even as Christ Loved. John 13:34. (b) 
Walk even as Christ walked. 1 John 2:6. (c) Go 
even as Christ went. John 20:21. — 


Suggestions 


Use the introduction to emphasize that evangel- 
ism is not merely a part of the program of the 
church but it is the supreme urgency of our day. 
Then develop the idea that no one can be a real 
evangelist for Christ unless he really knows that 
he is a born againt Christian, and that leads 
into a careful study of how we may be saved 
and know it. But we are saved to serve. Thus 
when we say We are Christian we must live and 
serve like one. Use good evangelistic hymns and 
study this carefully and prayerfully because it 


is vital truth that is unknown to all too many 


Christians. 
Oct. 12: Where There's A Will 
There’s A Way 
Introduction 


I went for a ride on a train the other day. I 
could not help but compare the difference between 
this train ride and the first train I ever rode 
In the summer. That first train ride was hot, sooty 
and stuffy, and when I tried to lift the window by 
me it was stuck so fast I could not budge it. 
On this train ride the coach was air conditioned. 
The window was still down, but the inside was 
clean, cool, and comfortable. Some one has ex- 
pressed what had happened this way: science is 
resourceful, the scientist could not raise the train 
window when it stuck so he air-conditioned the 
whole train. Our life today is one of luxury never 
even dreamed of by kings in days gone by simply 
because men have been discontented with things 
as they are and have literally moved heaven and 
earth to make them over for man. No matter 
What it is it is still true that where there is a 
Will there is a way. 


When we come to this whole matter of winning 
men to Christ we see how little we have really 
done in winning men to Christ and we begin to 
make excuses to cover up for what we have not 
done. We claim that we do not have enough assets 
: men, money and materials to do the job. Our 

ouble is not frozen assets, it is frozen sympathies. 
' aen we care, when we really want to reach men 
or Christ there will be a way for us to do it. Let’s 
tun through our life and see how many oppor- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 21 


THINK WHAT 
THIS MEANS 


The vast majority of the ministers and mis- 
sionaries of our Church have a present and 
future interest in our pension system—known 
as the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 


The Fund is on a safe and solid basis. But 
lower rates of interest on investments, rules 
for compulsory retirement, and the increas- 
ing cost of living make the guaranteed annu- 
ities insufficient at this present time. It re- 

quires approximately a dollar today to buy 
what fifty cents would purchase when the 
M.A.F. was established, 


For this reason the Church calls on its mem- 
bers to increase the resources of the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund. 


You are asked to do your fair share in this 
effort, Will you help? 


A CHECK TODAY 
A Legacy In Your Will 
Presbyterian Church In The United States 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D.D. Secretary 
Rev. Wm. H. Hopper, D.D. Treasurer 


410 Urban Bldg. — Louisville 2, Ky. 


tunities we have every day to witness if only we 


love Christ and the souls for whom He died. 


Witnessing 

1, We can witness for Christ in the home: 2 
Timothy 1:5; 3:14-15. Timothy came from a home 
in which the Bible was taught and in which the 
mother and grandmother exhibited day by day the 
fruits of faith. Every home should be just like this. 
If yours is not and you are a young person then 
1 Timothy 5:12 is for you. 


2. We can witness for Christ at school: 2 Timothy 
2:15. This verse applies primarily to Bible study, 
and yet it states a truth that is as broad as life. In 
school you and I should not study for grades, to 
get by, to be seen of men. The very manner in 
which we go about our study should bear witness 
to Christ’s ability to place within us a desire to 
please God in everything that we do. 


3. We can witness for Christ at work: Ephesians 
6:5-9. The way we work for a man or the manner 
with which we treat those under us are the best 
tests in the world for proving the reality and 


sincerity of man’s faith. S 


4. We can witness for Christ through church 
attendance: Heb. 10:25. It would be a hard thing 
to live the Christian life alone and when we see 
how folks live out in the world it seems like every- 
body is going the other way; but when we go to 
church we meet with folks who believe and want 
to act like we do. Their presence is a testimony 
to us, but our presence is also our testimony to 
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them and by it they are stimulated to love and 
good works. 


5. We can witness for Christ by the way we 
handle our money: 1 Cor. 16:1-2. Money is con- 
centrated life and as we handle it faithfully under 
God our use of it bears testimony. A faithful 
presentation of our tithes and offerings at the 
storehouse of God bears witness to love and interest 
in a way where many fail. 


6. We can witness for Christ by the company 
we keep: Psalm 1:1-2. Have you ever heard any- 
body say this, “I don’t know whether that girl is 
fast or not but I think she is for she travels in 
fast company,”? The people you like and with 
whom you spend your time reveal what you are 
and like. If we separate from evil and worldly 
companions and find time for fellowship with real 
Christians that is a strong testimony. 


7. We can witness for Christ by a personal con- 
tact: John 1:40-42. We rub elbows every day with 
friends and acquaintances who are not Christians. 
Do you ever ask them to be? A word here and 
there will help a lot. Maybe they get sick and a 
personal visit will present a good opportunity. They 
may be away and a letter is a good chance. They 
may have a problem and a good Gospel tract placed 
in their hands will help. Where there is a desire 
there will be an opportunity. 


Suggestions 


This topic is very important. We Presbyterians 
have always emphasized the law of God and our 
responsibility to live an upright, Christian life. But 
we have been weak in our emphasis upon every 
Christian’s responsibility to win others to the Lord. 
We have left that to the preachers. You might begin 
this program by letting the group express them- 
selves about what our responsibilities are in living 
the Christian life. Then sum up what is said by 
pointing to Matthew 28:16-20 or Acts 1:8. Then 
remind that we have failed because we have not 
sought spiritual benefits with the same determina- 
tion and resourcefulness as we have material bene- 
fits. Then have several ones present the Scriptural 
illustrations on the different ways in which we may 


witness. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 

Mecklenburg Presbytery through its Committee 
on Evangelism is planning a School on Visitation 
Evangelism in Charlotte, N. C., during the week of 
October 19-23. Dr. H. H. Thompson will direct the 
School which will be for the benefit of all the 
Presbyterian Churches in this vicinity. It is hoped 
that Churches as far distant as 50 and 60 miles 
will take part in the School and visitation. Those 
ministers and Churches interested in having a part 
in this program are requested to contact the Chair- 
man of the Committee as soon as possible. We 
want to add your name to our mailing list. Write 
to the Rev. F. C. Debele, Jr., 1420 Pinecrest Ave- 
nue, Charlotte 4, N. C. | 


Presbytery Of Bluestone | 
The Presbytery of Bluestone will meet in the 


First Presbyterian Church, Williamson, W. Va., on 


September 22, 1947, at 2:00 P.M. 
Robert Ray, Stated Clerk, 
Oak Hill, W. Va. 


AMERICAS 
LEADING LINE 
OF RELIGIOUS 
MERCHANDISE 


FOR FREE INFORMATION! 


Here is the most unique line—Bibles, 

G Cards, Religious Novel- 
ties—offered to agents today. Generous 
discounts on all items. An 


description and p 
THE CHRISTIAN LIGHT PRESS 
Dept. 8-417R 


PIPE ORGANS 


THe Marr & Coiums Company -INc. 
ORGAN BUILDERS 
Westons Mills, N. Y. 
“God Speaks To Man Through Good Music” 


Free to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sun- 
day School or Missionary Superintendent, one 
copy of “Take No Thought” for each family in 
his congregation providing he will agree to give 
a talk on Tithing before distribution. Write 
stating number of leaflets desired to: Tither, 
417-SP South Hill Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


The March Of Liberalism 


Report on a recent Annual Conference of Sou- 
thern California - Arizona Conference. As I have 
watched this Annual Conference operate, I have 
come to realize that liberalism has the most ruth- 
less machine in action, in its efforts to exterminate 
the conservatives, known outside Russia itself. A 
splendid illustration of this is found in the fact 
that a few years ago the M. E. Church (liberal) 
and the Southern Methodist Church (conservative) 
united here in California. Four years ago when 
the General and Jurisdictional Conferences were 
elected, one lone man from the old Southern 
Church was elected to those delegations. This year 
not one was elected. The conservative wing did not 
get a single delegate.” 


“One of the quiet moments of this recent Cot- 
ference was when C. B. Holland stood on the floor 
of the Conference and reminded the brethren that 
when they stood at the altars of the Conference 
and took their sacred vows of ordination, they 
solemnly stated that they believed in the Virgin 
Birth of Jesus, His blood atonement, His bodily 


‘resurrection and His coming again, and that they 


every one without exception, declared that they 
would support and defend those doctrines. Not 4 
word came from the lips of the members of We 
Conference as Holland took his seat, but in al 
faces of the brethren you could see the cold car 
culative purpose to see to it that no man like ta 
man Holland should ever come to leadership ¥ 
this Conference.” 


—Excerpts from The Methodist Challenge, vd 
gust, 1947. Edited by Rev. R. Shuler, Los 
geles, Calif. 
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hope ... 


Paign ... 


© © © © © @ @ @ @ @ @ 


our obligation .. 


1. Evangelism. 
2. Church Attendance ‘and Church Growth. 


8. Chapels: We recommend that our Church 
adopt a goal of 250 new chapels each 
year. 


4, Stewardship. 


5. Foreign Missions: $4,000,000.00, In every 
land where we have worked there are now 
strong native churches. We must continue. 


6. War Relief: $600,000.00. This need is so ob- 
vious that it has only to be mentioned. 


7. Home Missions: $1,500,000.00. If there is to 
be a more Christian world there must be 
more Christians. There is no other way. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


: ‘torn, and hungry for the answers the Church has to offer. It is our opportunity . 
. The Program of Progress adopted by the General a in 
3 1946 and reaffirmed in 1947 is a result of prayer and planning. The program sets forth the 
3 ‘following objectives which our Church must achieve in the five years om ahead. 


This Is YOUR Program Of Progress 


- Today the living Church must meet its challenge, the challenge of a confused world, war- 


. our only 


8. Christian Education: $750,000.00. If our 
Church is to go forward our institutions 
must be strengthened and enlarged, 


9. Religious Education and Publication: $500,- 
000.00. Without additional help, the de- 
mands of our Church cannot be met. 


10. The Assembly School for Lay Workers: 
$250,000.00. Program of Progress calls for 
large increases in the number of full-time 
workers for the Church, both at home and 
abroad. 


11. Negro Work: $250,000.00. The General As- 
sembly of 1946 made the work for Negroes 
a special department and created a Com- 
mittee on Negro Work. Funds must be pro- 
vided for the most pressing needs in this 

field. 


Awaken—ye Presbyterian men and women. A dying, soul-sick world cries for your healing, 


‘ical times. 


801 HENRY GRADY BLDG. 


life-giving message of hope, resuscitation and eternal life ... 
Church will have its individual Quota, which it may raise either through enlargement of 
the present Special Offering, through its budget, 
Man's extremity is God's opportunity ... 


Each Synod, Presbytery and 


or by special money-raising cam- 
The Church must not fail in these crit- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS. 
Col. Roy LeCraw ... Director 


ATLANTA ... GEORGIA 
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